
Class: Contemporary Novels    Instructor: Sheryl Walker 
Website: http://www.sr2.k12.mo.us/swalker.html email: swalker@stanberryschools.org 
Rationale:  The demands of all schools subjects and expectations of the working world require that students develop correct and 
effective reading, writing, speaking, thinking, and listening skills. Students will become more functional citizens of society by 
improving their communication skills and their ability to comprehend, interpret, and analyze information. 
Course Description: This course is designed to reinforce enjoyment of reading and to make it a life-long habit. The class will 
center on reading, discussing, and creating projects about 4-5 contemporary novels per semester; if time permits, there may 
also be classical readings added. 
Objectives: The learner will: 

1. Read and comprehend a variety of 4-5 young adult contemporary novels per semester 
2. Recognize similarities and differences among contemporary young adult authors, their styles, character analyses, and 

themes. 
3. Discuss themes and characters in relation to their own experiences. 
4. Apply, evaluate, and analyze problem-solving techniques used by characters in novels. 
5. Evaluate and analyze language use regarding the communication process. 

Resources:  Texts: various contemporary novels 
Supplements: worksheets 
Reference materials: dictionary, thesaurus 
Technology: various software packages, GoogleDocs, presentations, sites on the Internet 

Assessment: The learner will be assessed on a total points possible basis with homework, tests, and projects making up 100% of 
the quarter grade. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED (exceptions will be made for illnesses). Students will not be 
given credit for assignments on which they cheat/plagiarize. 
Grading Scale: 100-96  A 95-90  A- 86-84  B 83-80  B- 79-77  C+ 
  76-73 C  72-70   C- 69-67  D+ 66-63  D 59-0  F 
Behavior Policy: The classroom should be a learning environment, and behavior that disrupts the learning process will not be 
tolerated. Possible consequences for disruptive behavior may include detention, notification of parents, conferencing with 
principal, or other appropriate action. Students should read and be familiar with the Stanberry R-II handbook, which is posted on 
the school website and sets forth many guidelines for behavior. Other suggestions that will help keep peace in the classroom: 

 Treat others with courtesy and respect. 

 Trips to lockers, restrooms, water fountains, etc., should be taken between classes. 

 All needed materials should be brought to class before the bell. This will always include paper, a writing utensil, and any 
textbook we are using at the time. 

 No pop or food during class time. Gum is tolerated only if it is unseen and unheard. 

 Backpacks or other bags are not allowed in the classroom. 

 Cell phones/electronic devices will be collected at the beginning of class and returned when class is over. 

 Use Lumens frequently to monitor your progress in the class. 

 When you know in advance that you are going to be late or absent, whether for an appointment or a field trip, it is 

YOUR responsibility to let the teacher know and to get your assignment before you go. If an assignment is due on the 
day of a prearranged absence, it should be turned in before you leave school. 

 
 
I/we have read and understand the information outlined in the syllabus for Contemporary Novels. 
 
 
Student signature__________________________________________ _____  Date______________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian signature_________________________________________ Date_____________________ 
  
 
Parent email address____________________________________________________________________ 
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